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INTRODUCTION 



Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, and 
seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from the 
evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomsoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah leads 
astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no partner; and I 
bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His slave and 
Messenger. 
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"O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has ordered 
and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as He should be 
feared. (Obey Him , be thankful to Him, and remember Him 
always), and die not except in the state of Islam (as Muslims) 
(with complete submission to Allah).” (Qur'an 3: 102) 




"O mankind be dutiful to your Lord, who created you from a 
single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife 
[Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He created many men and 
women and fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual 
(rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). 
Surely, Allah is Ever and All-Watcher over you.” (Qur'an 4:1) 
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"O you who believe ! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and 
speak (always) the truth . He will direct you to do righteous good 
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deeds and will forgive you your sins . And whosoever obeys Allah 
and His Messenger (%) he has indeed achieved a great 
achievement (i.e. he will be saved from the Hellfire and made to 
enter Paradise)." (Qur'an 33: 70, 71) 

Male or female, adult or child, scholar or commoner, businessman 
or laborer - all Muslims need to study the biography of the 
Messenger of Allah jH. In fact, the fulfillment of many of our 
Islamic duties hinges upon our knowledge of the Prophet's life. 
For example, every Muslim should love the Prophet j|§; yet how 
can one love him without knowing him. We were not alive when 
the Prophet #1 was preaching the message of Islam to the 
Quraish, so the only way we have left to become intimately 
acquainted with the Prophet and consequently to love him, is 
to study his sayings and deeds, which give us partial glimpses of 
his life, or to study his biography, which fits the pieces of his life 
together, so that we can have an overall view of his ideal 
character. And how are we to follow the Prophet if we do not 
know his sayings and deeds, or - which is more relevant to his 
biography - the context in which his sayings and deeds occurred. 
Thus we are all in dire need of acquainting ourselves with the life 
of the Prophet j||. 

Through the study of the Seer ah (the Prophet's biography), we are 
able to appreciate how the Prophet was an ideal husband, ideal 
father, ideal leader, ideal ruler, ideal educator, ideal judge, and so 
oi\. So regardless of our situation and who we are, we benefit from 
studying the Prophet's life. If one has dedicated at least some part 
of his life to inviting others to Islam (which makes him a Daa'ee - a 
word I will henceforward use - one who invites others to the 
teachings of Islam), then the Prophet's biography is for him an 
indispensable guidebook. Through studying the Prophet's Seerah, 
the Daa'ee learns about the Prophet's methodology for inviting 
others to Islam; furthermore, he learns about how the Prophet ^ 
dealt with those who refused to embrace Islam and how he ^ was 
patient when he was made to suffer at their hands, not to mention 
the countless other lessons and morals he learns from the Seerah. 
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If one is an educator - of children at home or school, or of adults at 
a community level - one learns how the best educator mankind 
has ever known raised a generation of true Muslims, who went on 
to develop the most wonderful civilization that mankind has ever 
known. The early converts to Islam were educated in the world's 
finest institution of higher learning - the House of Al-Arqam (the 
house wherein Muslims secretly met in the early days of Islam) - 
where the Prophet £jj| taught them the Qur' an, Islamic beliefs, the 
manners of Islam, and so on. His students graduated with flying 
colours, becoming leaders and educators of the following 
generation of Muslims. 

If one is a leader, one learns true qualities of leadership from the 
Prophet' s Seerah, in terms of how the Prophet jj|| was just; how he 
united the Muslims; how he dealt with subversive elements of 
society, namely the hypocrites, who were headed by 'Abdullah 
ibn Ubai ibn Salool; and how he constantly strove for the 
betterment of the Muslim nation. 

If one is a scholar, one relies on the Seerah to understand the 
Qur 7 an, for the Prophet's actions represent a practical application 
of the teachings of the Qur'an. Furthermore, the revelation of 
many Verses was prompted by actual events that took place 
during the Prophet's lifetime; a scholar can only understand such 
Verses if he understands the events for which they were revealed. 
And in fact (as we will In Sha Allah see throughout this book) 
knowledge of all Islamic sciences - such as 'Aqeedah (beliefs), 
jurisprudence, and Tafseer - hinges frequently upon knowledge of 
some aspect of the Prophet's Seerah. 

If a Muslim inclines towards Zuhd (to abstain from worldly 
pleasures for the sake of Allah M), he can learn, through the study 
of the Seerah, the difference between true Zuhd and extremism, for 
the correct way to live is the balanced life that the Prophet m and 
his Companions led. If a Muslim is afflicted by calamity, he can 
find consolation in the Seerah, for no one was afflicted with as 
much hardship as was the Messenger of Allah beyond 
consolation, the afflicted person becomes encouraged to follow 
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the example of the Prophet and patiently await for his reward 
from Allah In short, there are valuable lessons to be found in 
the Seerah for every single Muslim. 

Not just the Muslim individual, but also the Muslim nation as a 
whole needs to benefit from the lessons that are available in the 
Prophet's Seerah. Nations rise and fall not through coincidence or 
through a set of arbitrary occurrences, but through universal laws 
that have been set in place by Allah At least once in our history, 

Muslims have succeeded in building a wonderful and stable 
civilization, and that was during the lifetime of the Prophet and 
his rightly guided Caliphs; and even if Muslims prospered in later 
centuries, they never prospered as much as they did in the early 
golden years of Islam. Now we come back to the universal laws I 
mentioned above: The Prophet gj|g and his Companions 
established a stable and prosperous nation not by chance, but 
by living in harmony with the said universal laws. What this 
means is that there is a pattern: If we want to now repeat the 
success that was achieved by the Muslims during the lifetime of 
the Prophet jgg, we need to be in harmony with the same set of 
laws, and in doing so, we have an ideal blueprint to follow - the 
lives of the Prophet 5 H and his noble Companions 



Allah M said: 
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"Say : 'Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, but if you turn 
away, he (the Messenger Muhammad is only responsible for 

the duty placed on him (i .e., to convey Allah's Message) and you 
for that placed on you . If you obey him, you shall be on the right 
guidance. The Messenger's duty is only to convey (the message) 
in a clear way (i .e., to preach in a plain way) . (Qur'an 24: 54) 



This Verse clearly indicates that success lies in following the way 
of the Prophet the following two Verses discuss some of the 
conditions that Muslims must fulfill if they hope to achieve 
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prosperity and stability as a nation: 
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"Allah has promised those among you who believe, and do 
righteous good deeds, that He will certainly grant them succession 
to (the present rulers) in the earth, as He granted it to those before 
them, and that He will grant them the authority to practice their 
religion, that which He has chosen for them (i .e . , Islam) . And He 
will surely give them in exchange a safe security after their fear 
(provided) they (believers) worship Me and do not associate 
anything (in worship) with Me. But whoever disbelieved after 
this, they are the Faasiqoon (rebellious, disobedient to Allah) . And 
perform As-Salaat (Iqamat-as-Salaat) , and give Zakaat and obey 
the Messenger (Muhammad that you may receive mercy (from 

Allah)." (Qur'an 24: 55, 56) 



We do not have the right to say that it was due to the fact that they 
were supported by miracles that the Prophet and his 
Companions were successful in establishing a Muslim 
country. We do not have that right for the very fact that the 
first generation of Muslims struggled and suffered and strove and 
sacrificed - and thus earned their success. They fulfilled the 
conditions that are discussed in the above-mentioned Verses; or in 
other words, they lived in harmony with those universal laws that 
apply to the rise and fall of nations. Consider the Prophet's 
migration to Al-Madeenah. Allah M could have made the journey 
a miraculous one-night journey, as He $6 had previously done 
regarding the Prophet's night journey to Jerusalem and then to 
the heavens. But He M didn't, and the Prophet subsequently 
faced all of the hardships that came with his remarkable 
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migration to Al-Madeenah, thus showing us that victory comes 
with sacrifice and struggle. 

The Prophet and his Companions & realized Eemaan (faith) 
both in terms of belief and action. They strove day and night to 
perform good deeds; they made each and every part of their lives 
an act of worship; they fought against all forms of polytheism. At 
an individual and societal level, they took all of the material steps 
that are needed to form a country. Then, they actually did form 
their own country in Al-Madeenah, and from there, they spread 
Allah's religion to the farthest comers of the earth. 

That we as a nation are behind today is a logical consequence of 
our not doing what the first generation of Muslims did to achieve 
success. Unwilling to change, to struggle, to reform, and to 
sacrifice, we think that we can achieve success and prosperity as a 
nation; but since that is contrary to the universal laws outlined 
above, we shouldn't hold our breaths, expecting some sudden 
change from the outside. The change must begin from within. 

Weakness of faith, lack of spirituality, incorrect thinking, inner 
confusion and anxiety - these are the results of the great gap that 
exists between us as a nation and between the Noble Qur'an, the 
guidance of the Prophet j||, and the piety of Muslims during the 
era of the rightly guided Caliphs. 

That gap is nowhere as palpable as it is in regards to those who, 
though they are as far away as possible from the teachings of the 
Qur' an, the guidance of the Prophet ggg, and the way of the rightly 
guided Caliphs, claim that they are the representatives of Islam. 
They speak for hours on end, but show no understanding of 
Allah's universal laws that apply to the rise and fall of nations. 
They will speak interminably about the sayings of philosophers, 
politicians and others of their ilk, but they hardly bother to refer to 
revealed sources - the Qur'an and Sunnah. I do not say that one 
should not benefit from the experiences and knowledge of others, 
for wisdom is the goal of the believer: wherever he finds it, he is 
most worthy of it. But I do most vehemently oppose those who 
are enamored by the words of intellectuals, but do not heed the 
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words of Allah §& and His Messenger jjjg; do not contemplate the 
history of our own nation, especially the part of it when its 
civilization reached its zenith during the first generation of Islam; 
and then aspire for positions of leadership among the Muslim 
nation, so that when they do become leaders, they lead according 
to their whims and desires, and not according to the teachings of 
the Qur'an and Sunnah. 



The events that took place during the Prophet's lifetime did not 
occur in a vacuum; they occurred in the real world, which means 
that we need to study the methodology of the Prophet's Dawah if 
we are to repeat, at least to some degree, the success achieved by 
the first generation of Islam. Allah said: 

S& at ijg 4 4 fcx (4 $ J 4 J p a? 







"Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad #|) you have a 
good example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) 
Allah and the Last Day and remembers Allah much . " (Qur'an 
33 : 21 ) 

What did the Prophet and his Companions & do that we need 
to repeat? The answer to this question would require a very long 
list of details, but let us at least consider a few examples. First, the 
Prophet 3^ followed an ideal methodology for educating his 
Companions and for establishing the foundations of a stable 
country. He did not call for an instant revolution, but instead 
strove for gradual change. He began with what is most 
important: instilling correct beliefs into the hearts of his 
Companions That a movement, if it is to achieve success and 
stability, needs to advance forward with studied gradual steps; 
that, before achieving stability, the members of a given movement 
need to first patiently endure hardships; that, first and foremost, 
correct beliefs must be cemented into the hearts of Muslims: these 
are just a few examples of Allah's universal laws that the Prophet 
#§ submitted to, was in harmony with, and applied. His 
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Companions <&> did their part as well, trying their utmost to learn 
from him gg and follow his instructions to the letter, so much so 
that if one of them was unable to spend a given day with the 
Messenger of Allah he would send someone in his stead, and 
then later ask him what he learned that day. And some people - 
such as is related about 'Umar ibn Al-Khattaab and his 
companion - would take turns going to the Prophet ggg one 
would spend the day with the Prophet $jg, and the other would 
take care of both of their businesses. In every small and great 
matter, the Companions <& followed the example of the Prophet 
g|§; it is no surprise, therefore, that they were able to spread the 
message of Islam to the far comers of the earth. 

In this book, I discuss the events of the Prophet's life, from the day 
he 5^5 was bom - and even before that day for background 
information - until the day he died. Beyond enumerating the 
events of the Prophet's life, I have endeavoured to draw lessons 
and morals from those events, by pointing out to the reader, 
among other things, the significance of an event, the wisdom 
behind one of the Prophet's actions or deeds, the Islamic ruling 
that is derived from a particular incident, and the impact that a 
given event should have on our character or choice of deeds. 

Furthermore, I have attempted to remedy the problem of how the 
Seerah has been reduced to a limited subject of study in certain 
schools and among many students of knowledge. This problem 
resulted from a misuse and misunderstanding of valuable Seerah 
books, books that have been written in recent decades and that 
have gained widespread acceptance among the reading public - 
such as Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtoom, by Safee-ur-Rahmaan Al- 
Mubarakpooree; Fiqh-us-Seerah, by Al-Ghazaalee; Fiqh-us-Seerah 
An~Nabawiyyah by Al-Bootee; and As-Seerah An-Nabawiyyah by 
Abul-Hasan An-Nadwee. Some of these books summarize the 
events of the Prophet's life; others either deal with certain aspects 
of his life or with some of the lessons that can be derived from his 
life; the point is that none of the above-mentioned authors claims 
that he has written a comprehensive book on the Prophet's life. 
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Some universities use the above-mentioned books as textbooks, 
and many students have, as a result, come under the impression 
that those books are comprehensive works on the Prophet' 
biography. This notion, which is of course dangerous and false, 
has even gained acceptance among some Imams and leaders of 
Islamic movements. As a result of this widespread misunder- 
standing, many people have a very limited and defective 
understanding of the Prophet's biography. At the end of his 
book, Fiqh-us-Seerah, Shaikh Muhammad Al-Ghazaalee warned 
about this very notion, saying, "You might think that you have 
studied the life of Muhammad 3|t if you have followed the events 
of his life from his birth until his death. This is a grave mistake, for 
you will not gain a true understanding of the Seerah unless you 
have studied the Noble Qur'an and the pure Sunnah (of the 
Prophet ^)" 

I spent a number of years of my life studying the Noble Qur'an 
and the Prophet's biography. Those years consisted of some of the 
best days of my life; deeply immersed in study, I forgot about the 
pains associated with being away from home. Pearls of wisdom I 
came across, lessons I learned, and valuable insights I was blessed 
to perceive - these enjoyments sustained me. It was during that 
period of my life that I gathered, organized, and composed the 
contents of this book. 

Throughout my research, I noticed how each author of a Seerah 
book mentioned lessons and benefits that other authors did not 
mention. It sometimes occurred that Ibn Hishaam mentioned a 
relevant point that Adh-Dhahabee did not mention, or that Ibn 
Katheer, a more recent scholar, mentioned what the compilers of 
the "Six Books" did not mention. As for present day authors, As- 
Sibaa'ee might have appreciated a point that Al-Ghazaalee was 
not aware of - or at least did not write about; the examples of this 
phenomenon are endless. The point is that Allah honoured me 
with the opportunity to gather and combine the findings of past 
and present authors; the result of that effort is this book. 

In bringing this work to fruition, many people from various 
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countries - Libya, Yemen, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, and Syria - have made valuable 
contributions, through discussions, correspondences, and 
meetings at seminars. Some provided me with rare 
manuscripts; others provided valuable advice on what themes I 
should stress; and yet others made various contributions, each in 
his unique way. 

To be sure, I do not claim to have surpassed my predecessors. The 
stature of the Prophet ^ is great indeed; to comprehensively 
discuss just some aspects of his wonderful character and life 
requires a researcher with more time, stronger faith, a deeper 
understanding, and a greater intelligence than I possess. Nor do I 
claim infallibility, for Allah's protection from error is specific to 
the Messengers $$£ and Prophets $&. Whoever thinks that he has 
all knowledge, even of a particular subject of study, is ignorant of 
his own self. Allah said: 



i® xji 



"And they ask you (O Muhammad $&) concerning the Rooh (the 
spirit); Say: "The Rooh (the spirit) : it is one of the things, the 
knowledge of which is only with my Lord . And of knowledge, you 
(mankind) have been given only a little." (Qur'an 17: 85) 

Knowledge is an ocean that has no shore. Ath-Tha'aalabee said, 
"Whenever anyone writes a book, he wishes on every day other 
than the day on which he completed it, to add to it, or to delete 
from it. That is the effect that one night has; then how about a 
number of years!" Conveying a similar sentiment, Al-Tmaad Al- 
Asbahaanee said, "I noticed that whenever someone finishes 
writing a book, he says on the day after he completed it, 'Had this 
been changed, it (the book) would have been better. Had this been 
added, that would have been a welcome (change). Had this been 
brought forward, it (the book) would have been better. Had this 
been left off, it would have been more beautiful.' This 
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(phenomenon) is one of the greatest of lessons (for mankind), for 
it proves that imperfection has a strong hold over human beings/' 

I hope from Allah M that I have done this work sincerely for His 
Countenance. I ask Him M to make this book beneficial to His 
slaves, to reward me for every letter that I wrote, to place this 
effort in my scale of good deeds, and to reward my brothers who 
untiringly helped me to finish this book. 

"How perfect You are O Allah, and I praise You . I bear witness 
that none has the right to be worshipped except you . I seek Your 
forgiveness and turn to You in repentance." 

One who is in dire need of his Lord's forgiveness and Good 
Pleasure. 



'Alee Muhammad As-Sallaabee 
2001 - 1422H 




From, Some Important Historical 
Events Before The Advent Of Islam, 
Until, The Beginning Of Revelation 





The Dominant Empires Of The World 
Prior To The Advent Of Islam 



The Roman Empire 

The eastern part of the Roman Empire was known as the 
Byzantine Empire, which ruled over, among other lands: Asia, 
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and Northern Africa; and its capital was 
Constantinople. It was a wicked Empire that subjected its citizens 
to oppression and wrongdoing. As is almost always the case 
when an occupying foreign force rules over the native inhabitants 
of a land, violent tactics were employed to bring the population 
under control. The empire showed no mercy to the populations 
they ruled. So desperate did the economic situation become for 
Syria's inhabitants that people would sell their children and use 
the proceeds of the sale to pay off their debts. 

The Byzantines lived lives that were replete with contradictions. 
On the one hand, religion was deeply ingrained in people's minds 
and monasticism was widespread. In fact, it was not uncommon 
for a common man to enter into deeply arcane religious research. 
But on the other hand, the population had become engrossed in 
frivolous, and often outright evil, forms of entertainment. 
Stadiums that could accommodate 80,000 spectators were built. 
The main sporting events that took place in them consisted of 
gladiators fighting one another to the death, and at times 
gladiators were even pitted against predatory animals. While 
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such sport was the entertainment of the common man, and while 
unspeakably cruel punishment was his lot if he committed an 
offence, the rulers and higher classes lived lives of opulence and 
decadence. 



The Persian Empire 

The Persian Empire was greater and stronger than the Byzantine 
Empire. False religions, such as Zoroastrianism and Mithraism, 
dominated the lands of Persia. The kings of Persia - the crown 
would pass from father to son - were extremely corrupt; they 
acted with impunity because they believed themselves to have 
been descended from their gods. Anything that was produced in 
Persia became the property of the kings, who would spend what 
came to them with almost unimaginable extravagance. 

Many farmers left their lands and sought refuge in places of 
worship, fleeing either from exorbitant taxes or forced entry into 
the army. For the people of Persia were used as mere pawns in the 
wars that would intermittently be waged between the Persian 
Empire and the Byzantine Empire; and of course, the citizens had 
nothing to benefit from such wars; it was only the kings who 
stood to gain profit. 

India 

Before the advent of Islam, at around the beginning of the sixth 
century of the Christian calendar, India was immersed in 
ignorance. Obscene acts, which were considered holy by India's 
inhabitants, were perpetrated in houses of worship. Women were 
considered to be of no value. That many women would bum 
themselves to death upon the death of their husbands clearly 
indicated their standing in society. And if a woman did live on after 
her husband's death, it was forbidden for her to remarry. India was 
isolated from the world, which of course led to widespread 
ignorance. Its inhabitants forced; upon themselves absurdly strict 
dietary rules. And those who were considered outcasts in society 
were forced to live outside the boundaries of the city. 
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Supported by political and religious law, the caste system made 
a clear distinction between the various classes of society. At the 
top of the hierarchy were the Brahmans - priests and scholars; 
then the Kshatriyas - warriors and rulers; the Vaisyas - 
merchants, traders, and farmers; and lastly the Sudras - 
artisans, laborers, servants, and slaves. The law gave the 
Brahmans the right to act with impunity; as for the Sudras, 
they didn't have the right to own property, to sit alongside 
Brahmans, or to read religious books. There was another caste 
whose members were ranked beneath the Sudras; they were 
called the 'untouchables/ and they were forced to do hard, 
menial, and highly unpleasant labor. 

A Synopsis Of The Dominant Religions 
Of The World Prior To The Advent Of Islam 

Before the advent of Islam, human beings were living through one 
of the worst periods of human history. The line of Prophets from 
the descendants of Ishaaq had come to an end with the 
ascension of Jesus to the heavens. In the centuries that 
followed, belief in the trinity gained more and more acceptance 
among Christians, until, around the beginning of the sixth 
century, only a handful of people still believed in the 
Islamically Monotheistic teachings of Jesus $§£. 

The entire world was engulfed in darkness. Describing the period 
prior to his Prophethood, the Messenger of Allah jk said, "Verily, 
Allah looked at the inhabitants of the world and despised them, 
both the Arabs and foreigners among them, except for some 
remnants from the People of the Book (i.e., those among them 
who still believed in pure Islamic Monotheism)." Polytheism and 
idol worship had become widespread. Some people apostatized 
from their religion; others didn't follow any religion at all, other 
than ritualistic acts of worship they performed to idols; and others 
believed in a distorted form of a divinely revealed religion. In 
short, almost all of the inhabitants of earth were living in a state of 
darkness and ignorance. 
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As for the Jews, their religion had .become a soulless set of rituals; 
and they had become greatly influenced by neighbouring nations 
or by nations that had subjugated them. And so the Jews took 
from them many of their polytheistic beliefs and practices. As one 
Jewish scholar put it, "That the Prophets were constantly furious 
about idol worship proves that the concepts of idol worship and 
polytheism had crept their way into the souls of the Children of 
Israel. They were a people who entertained superstitious and 
polytheistic beliefs. And the Talmud attests to the fact that the 
Jews were strongly attracted to the idea of idol worship." Judaism 
had reached its nadir just prior to the Prophethood of 
Muhammad jp. The revealed scriptures that Jews had with 
them had become greatly distorted and, as a result, contained 
many false notions about Allah 

As for Christianity, distortions and false interpretations corrupted 
its pristine teachings, so that it no longer remained a religion of 
pure Monotheism. Many polytheistic practices, with the concept 
of trinity of course at the forefront, became established Christian 
doctrine. Jesus $$£ came to invite people to the worship of Allah 
alone, but polytheism was deeply ingrained in the souls of the 
people to whom he ^ was sent, so that soon after his time 
various polytheistic beliefs were being disseminated, all in the 
name of Christianity. If a Christian man was martyred, others 
attributed divine qualities to him and built little statue of him. 
People began to worship saints and martyrs. Holding a status not 
very different from the idols of the Quraish, saints were 
considered to be intermediaries between Christians and God. It 
was in the fourth century that the trinity became the official 
doctrine of the church; but it is only recently - in the latter half of 
the nineteenth century - that the process through which trinity 
became doctrine was made public. 

Magianism was also widespread at the beginning of the sixth 
century. Magians were known to have worshipped the elements - 
mainly fire. Houses of fire worship had been built in various 
places. Inside those houses, people would pray and follow a strict 
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set of guidelines and etiquettes; outside, they were free to do as 
they pleased, so that, in essence, there was no real difference 
between Magians and people who did not adhere to any religion. 

The duties of Magian priests involved worshipping the sun four 
times a day; they also worshipped the moon, fire, and water. As 
priests, they followed a strict code of hygiene; it was their task to 
make sure that the fibres in houses of worship never became 
extinguished and never came in contact with water. 

The Magians of Iran turned towards fire when they prayed. And 
the last of their kings, Yazdgard, once swore by the sun and said, 
"I swear by the sun, which is the greatest god." Although 
Magianism is clouded by a great deal of mystery, it seems that one 
unifying belief among Magians of all centuries is belief in two 
gods, one being the god of light or goodness, and the other being 
the god of darkness or evil. 

Buddhism was practiced in India and middle Asia. Adherents of 
Buddhism carried idols wherever they went, and they were 
known for having built many temples. Anywhere that Buddha 
traveled, statues were erected in his honour. The original religion 
of India was Brahmanism, which was an ancient form of 
Hinduism. Without a doubt, both Hinduism and Buddhism 
were, and are, polytheistic religions. 

Around the time when the Prophet was about to be sent to 
mankind as a wamer and bearer of glad tidings, the people of the 
world were drowning in the mires of polytheism. It was as if 
members of each religion - Christians, Jews, Buddhists, and 
Brahmans - were competing with one another to see who could 
best glorify false deities. 

The Prophet alluded to that widespread state of ignorance 
during one of his sermons: 

"Lo, verily, my Lord commanded me to teach you what you are 
ignorant of, from that which He has taught me on this day of 
mine: 'All of the wealth that I have bestowed upon a slave (of 
Mine) is lawful. And I have indeed created My slaves Hunafaa 
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(i.e., as Muslims, as people who are inherently inclined towards 
Tawheed and away from polytheism). Devils indeed came to them; 
have taken them away from their religion, and have made 
forbidden upon them that which I have made lawful for them; 
and have ordered them to associate as partner to Me that with 
which I have not sent down any authority/ And indeed, Allah 
looked at the inhabitants of earth and despised them, both the 
Arabs and foreigners among them, except for some remnants 
from the People of the Book (i.e., those who still believed in 
Islamic Monotheism) . " ^ 



Saheeh Muslim, "The Book of Paradise," chapter, "The Qualities by which the 
People of Paradise and the People of the Hellfire are Distinguished in this 
World." Hadeeth Number: 2865. 





The Early Arabs And 
Their Civilizations 



The Early Arabs 

Based on the different descendants of today's Arabs, historians 
have classified early Arabs into three categories: 

1) The Al-Baaidah Arabs 

They are from the tribes of ' Aad, Thamood, Al-'Amaaliqah, Tasm, 
Jadees, Umaim, Jurhum, Hadramoot, and those that are closely 
linked with them. Prior to the advent of Islam, the Al-Baaidah 
Arabs were wiped off of the face of the earth, leaving no 
descendents behind. But while they did roam the earth, they had 
kings whose dominions extended to Ash-Sham (Syria and 
surrounding regions) and Egypt. 

2) The AWAarihah Arabs 

These are the Arabs who are descended from the line of Ya'rob 
ibn Yashjub ibn Qahtaan; they are called the Al-Qahtaaniyyah 
Arabs, and they are also known as the Southern Arabs. The kings 
of Yemen were Al-'Aaribah Arabs, as were the people from the 
kingdoms of Ma'een, Saba, and Himyar. 

3) The ‘ Adnaaniyyah Arabs 

They are called the ' Adnaaniyyah because they are descended from 
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'Adnaan, who in turn was descended from the line of Ismaa'eel 
ibn Ibraaheem They are known as the Arabized Arabs, which 
alludes to the fact that non- Arab blood entered into their lineage. 
When that first happened, Arabic became the language of the new 
racial mix. 

The 'Adnaaniyyah Arabs are the Arabs of the north. Their 
original homeland was Makkah, and they are descended from 
Ismaa'eel %&, his children, and the Jurhum tribe, for after 
Ibraaheem left Haajar and Ismaa'eel in Makkah, 
Isma'eel was raised among the Jurhum, learned Arabic 
from them, and married one of their women. Thus his children 
were raised as Arabs. 

The most noteworthy of Ismaa' eel's early descendants was 
'Adnaan, who was a direct forebear of the Prophet jgg. It is to 
'Adnaan that the major Arab tribes and subtribes ascribe 
themselves. After 'Adnaan came his son Ma'ad, and then 
Nizaar, and then his two children, Mudar and Rabee'ah. 

As for Rabee'ah, the son of Nizaar, his descendants settled in the 
east: 'Abdul-Qais settled in Bahrain; Haneefah, in Yamaamah; the 
children of Bakr ibn Waail, somewhere between Bahrain and 
Yamaamah; Tameem, in the Baadiyah of Basrah; and Taghlab, in 
the land of the (Arabian) Peninsula, between the Dijlah and the 
Euphrates, after having first crossed the latter river. 

And as for the descendants of Mudar, Saleem settled near Al- 
Madeenah; Thaqeef, in Taaif; the rest of the Hawaazin, east of 
Makkah; (the children of) Asad, from Eastern Taimaa until 
Western Kufah; (the children of) Dhubyaan and 'Abs, from 
Taimaa until Hawaraan. Most genealogists and other scholars 
classify Arabs into two categories: Qahtaaniyyah and 
' Adnaaniyyah ; however, there are some scholars who maintain 
that all Arabs are 'Adnaaniyyah, for the Qahtaaniyyah, they say, 
are also from the descendants of Ismaa'eel Al-Bukhaaree 
titled a chapter of his Saheeh based on this latter opinion: 
"Chapter: The Relation Of (The People Of) Yemen (i.e., the 
Qahtaaniyyah) To Ismaa'eel In that chapter, he related a 




